PROPOSED REORDERING OF ST. COLMAN'S CATHEDRAL, CokH, Co. CoRK
Planning Appeal Reference Number PL33.214338

Statement to be submitted by Canon John Terry, Chairperson, Cloyne HCAC
Midleton Park Hotel 28802/06 —

PERSONAL BACKGROUND

My name 15 John Terry. | am a priest of the Diocese of Cloyne, ordained in 1958. I began my
priestly ministry in the Archdiocese of Cardiff, and | returmned to the Diocese of Cloyne in
1960. Since my retumn [ have been a member of the teaching staff of St Colman’s College,
Fermoy for a period of fifteen vears, a curate in three different parishes for a total of 17 vears.
[ have been parish priest of Kanturk since 1992, and member of the Cathedral Chapter since
1993,

Since 1974 [ have acted in an advisory capacity to the Irish Episcopal Commission for
Liturgy, While my initial role as advisor to the Commission was in the field of Liturgical
Music, it has to be pointed out that one cannot deal with music in the liturgy in isolation; it is
essential to have a clear understanding of the form of worship (Sunday Mass, Funerals,
Sacraments, Divine Office, etc.) and the place of worship. This necessitates ongoeing study of
the Constitutions, Instructions, Decrees and Declarations relating to liturgical maiters which
have been issued since the Second Vatican Council. Since 1993 | have been seerclary of
Coiste Comhairleach wm an Liotdirge § nGaeilge, a body set up by the Episcopal Commission
to provide Irish language translations of liturgical texts. This committee is currently engaged
in the translation of the Third Typical Edition 2002 of the Roman Missal.

I also serve as a member of the Cloyne Dhocesan Liturgy Commission.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

The Planning and Development Act 2000 had serious implications for places of worship
{churches) which were named in the Register of Protected Structures (RPS) of the various
local authorities. The Draft Guidelines, December 2001, relating to “Interiors of Places of
Worship’, and in particular to ‘Respecting Liturgical Requirements’, were unacceptable to the
four main Churches, Roman Catholic, Church of Ircland, Presbyterian Church in Ireland and
Methodist Church in Ireland. Together, the Four Churches began consultations with the then
Minister and officials of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, resulting in a new set of Guidelines in November 2003, Pending the outcome of
those consultations all proposed projects on churches on the RPS were put on hold.

CLoynNeE HCAC
In compliance with 5.3.1 of ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION FOR PLACES OF
WoORsHIP, November 2003, Most Reverend John Magee, Bishop of Cloyne, established the
CLoyNE HISTORICAL CHURCHES ADVISORY COMMITTEE in June 2004,
3.3.2 states: Historic Churches Advisory Committees (or eguivalent agencies) are to be
established on a diocesan or infer-diocesan basis to advise the bishop on the
heritage/historical factors in a place of worship for which a declaration is requested or a
planning application is made, Each Committee will advise on the necessary documentation,
including litwrgical requirements, which will be forwarded to the planning authority. It will
also be available for consullation with the planning authority...’
Membership:

V. Rev, Canon Sedn Cotter, D.D., P.P., Charleville, Theologian

sr M. Cabrini Delahunty, Diocesan Archivist

V. Rev. Rohert Forde, P.E., Diocesan Historian

M Dick Haslam, Retired County Manager (Limerick)

Mr John Lynch, Architect



Rev. Danny Murphy, Diocesan Director of Liturgy, Member of the Irish
Commission for Liturgy
Mr Peter Murray, Curator, Crawford Municipal Art Gallery
Mgr Denis Reidy, P.P., Camgtwohill, Co-ordinator, Cathedral Restoration Project
V. Rev. Canon John Terry, P.P., Kanturk, Diocesan Commission for
Liturgy, Member of the Insh Commussion for Liturgy
Mr Alex White, Architect, Member of the Irish Advisory Committee on
Sacred Art & Architecture
Ms Ann Wilson was a member of the Committee, but resigned.
* Chairperson to act as Contact Person with the Planning Authorities.

COMMUNICATION
10/06/2004  The Planning Departments of the following Councils, which have churches on
their RPS within the Diocese of Cloyne, were informed that the Cloyne HCAC had been set
up and the name and address of the Contact Person were given:

Cork County Counwil

Cobh Town Council

Fermoy Town Council

Macroom Town Council

Mallow Town Council

Midleton Town Council

YWoughal Town Council

A communication was sent to all parishes which had churches in the RPS requesting them to
inform the HCAC of any proposed works to these churches.

INAUGURAL MEETING

Cloyne HCAC held its inaugural meeting on 01/07/04 at which it began to study its role and
set out procedures for the implementation of that role, in accordance with the guidelines of a)
The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government {(Movember 20003,
with particular attention to 5.3.1 ‘fn order o ensure that the appropriate balance is struck
between the protection of the archifectural heritage, and the need for continued use of the
protected structure as a place of worship, early consultation between the planning authorily
and the relevant church authority is necessary’, and b) The National Advisory Committee on
Sacred Art & Architecture. Important relevant documents included THE PLACE OF
WORSHIP 1994, GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL (Third
Typical Edition) 2002 and relevant sections of Constitutions, Instructions, Decrees and
Declarations of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments,
Relevant sections of PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 were also addressed.
This ongoing study continued at further meetings in 2004, on 05/08, 19/08, 09/09, 14/10 and
11/11.

At this meeting requests were received for advice on procedure to be followed in making a
planning application for proposed reordering to 1) S& Joseph's Church, Liscarroll and 2) S5,
Colman s Cathedral, Cobh.

DIALOGUE WITH PLANNING DEPARTMENTS

Cork CoOUnNTY COUNCIL

120082004

Representatives of Cloyne HCAC, Mr. Dick Haslam, Mr. John Lynch, Mr. Alex White: and
myself (Chairperson), met with the Chief Planning Officer, Mr Brendan Kelleher, and the
Conservation Officer, Ms Louise Harrington, of Cork County Council. Ms Ann Wilson, who
had agreed to be present, was unable to attend. An initial review of the list of churches on the
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Record of Protected Structures ook place with a view to clarifying which churches belonged
to the Diocese of Cloyne. A "methodology” which would best serve the needs of the process
ot applications for declararions and planning permission was also agreed, this *methodology’
has been followed in the case of all proposals of works to churches on the Cork County
Council RPS: 5S¢ Joseph's Church, Liscarroll, Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Doneraile, Church of the Immaculate Conception, Kanturk, St Mary's Church,
Carrigtwohill, St Joseph's Church, Carvigtwolill, 51 Joseph's Church, Meeling St Johr's
Catholic Church, Coachiord.

I note that when the obzervation was made by a member of Cloyne HCAC, ‘we are on g
learning curve’, the Chief Planning Officer responded, “so ar we'.

The dialogue continues and the methodology 15 working very well.
A report on this meeting is given in dppendix 1.

CopH Town COUNCIL

080972004

Present for Coblt Town Councill: Dems Deasy (Town Architect), Gerand O7Hora (Town
Engineer), Ms Rena Ronayne (Town Heritage Officer).  ple Arorder 3 ?,.ﬁf-{“r‘;""— ft'vﬂi
Present for Cloyne HECAC: Canon John Terry {Chairperson).

The following *methodology’ was agreed for the processing of a planning application for
regrdering of St. Colman’s Cathedral, Cobh.

PRE-PLANNING INSCUSSIONS WITH PLANNING DEPARTMENT OF COBH Town COUNCIL

It 15 essential that pre-planning discussions take place between the ‘client’ and the Planning
Department of Cobh Town Council

The Planning Department of Cobh Town Council reguire copy of full documentation forming
the basis of the “discussions’ three weeks before a proposed date of meeting.

The documentation being presented needs to:

Make reference to relevant sections of the Planning Act,

Present a history of the restoration work already put in place.

Give a detailed insight into the process which was embarked upon in arriving at the
proposal being presented, giving details of the composition of the various groups
involved in the process {names and qualifications).

4. Cive details of rescarch into the Pugin/Ashlin process which led to the original design.
Where Liturgical Re-ordering is proposed, (a) give relevant references o official
liturgical documents which justily same, and (b) show how what is proposed is
sympathetic wo the Pugin/Ashlin concept,

Kl

L

It is strongly recommended that a clear and detailed presentation of the Proposed Reordering
be made to the People of Cobh.

Copy submitted to Mr, Denis Deasy together with his response 1s piven in Appendic 2.

The *methodology” agreed between Cloyne HCAC and the Planning Department of Cobh
Town Council was communicated to Monsignor Denis Reidy, Coordinator of the Cathedral
Project, on 29/09/2004, Appendix 3

PRE-PLANNING INSCUSSIONS

In accordance with the methodology set out above, pre-planning discussions were initiated on
12/04/2005 and continued over a period of time, Mr. Denis Deasy (Architect), Ms Rena
Ronayne (Town Heritage Officer) and Ms Louise Harrington (County Conservation Officer)
represented the Cobh Town Council Planning Depariment, with Professor Cathal O'Neill



{ Architect) and Mr. Brian McCutcheon (Planning Consultant) representing the Trustees of St
Colman®s Cathedral.

PRESENTATION TO HCAC OF *REPORT ON THE REORDERING OF ST. COLMAN'S
CATHEDRAL®

05/08/2004

Professor Cathal ("Neill. Architect, presented the ‘Report on the Reordering of St
Colman’s Cathedral’ to the members of HCAC. The report and detailed drawings were
studied in depth, and Fr. Danny Murphy, Director of Liturgical Formation in the Diocese of
Cloyne, was requested to draft a response in the light of ‘liturgical requirements’ as
recommended by Guidelines for Planming Authorities 2004, 5.3.2. All members were given a
copy of the *Report’ and were requested to study same in detail.

Il was noted that the requirement of GIRM 291 had been lollowed. “For the proper
construction, and remodelling of sacred buildings, all who are involved in the work are fo
consult the diocesan commission on sacred Liturgy and sacred Arl. The diocesan Bishop,
moreover, should use the counsel and help of this commission whenever if comes to laying
down norms on this matter, approving plans for new buildings, and making decisions on the
more important issues. " (Sacrosancium Concilium . no 126}

It was also noted that the ‘Report on the Reordering of 5t Colman®s Cathedral’, as
presented, had received the approval of Bishop John Magee, Bishop of Cloyne, whose role in
this matter is dealt with in GIRM 3R87. The diocesan Bishop, who s to be regarded as the
figh priest of hix flock, and from whom the life in Christ of the faithful wnder his care in a
certain sense derives and upon whom it depends, must promoie, regulate, and be vigilant over
the liturgical life in his diocese.” {'regulate’ translates the Latin ‘moderari’)

GIRM 387 makes reference o Sacrosanctum Concilium no. 41, which goes on to state,
Therefore afl should hold in great esteem the liturgical life of the diocese centred around the
Bishop, especially in his cathedral church. They must be convinced that the principal
manifestation of the Church consists in the fildl, active participation of all God's holy people
in the same litwrgical celebrations, especially in the seme Eucharist, in one prayer, of one
alter, at which the Bishop presided, surrounded by his college of priests and by his ministers. '

24/03/20035

A draft of Fr. Danny Murphy's document Liturgical Reguirement: St. Colman’s
Cathedral, Cobh, Co. Cork, Context and Text, was circulated to all members of HCAC for
adoption or otherwise at a meeting scheduled for 23 June 2005,

230620035

Mecting of Clayne HCAC devoted to the document Liturgical Requirement: St. Colman’s
Cathedral, Cobh, Co. Cork, Context and Text.

special note was taken of the following:

THE PLACE OF WORSHIP 8.2 “The places for the faithful should be planned so as to
Jacilitate their full, conscious and active participation. They showld be able 1o see and hear
easily, and the entire arrangement should help them become ‘one body, hearing the word of
(Grad, joining in prayer and somg, and offering sacrifice and shaving the Lord’s rable
together. ™

Ibid. 8.3 “Full participation cannot be achieved when the congregation is oo far removed
Jrom the focus of liturgical aciion. ™

GIRM 22 "fn celebrations at which the Bishop presides, and especially in the celebration of
the Fucharist fed by the Bishop himself, with the presbyteraie, the deacons, and the people
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